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TITLE   : FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE 
Text/s   :   
 
Hos 4:6 
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge : because thou hast rejected knowledge , I will also reject 
thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children. 
KJV 
 
Bible reading  : 
 
Prov 3:1-8 
3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 
4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 
8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
KJV 
 
Other references 
 
Jer 9:23-24 
23 Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 
Lord. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Rom 10:2 
2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:9-11 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Word of God is explicit in its declaration as to the reason for the destruction of His people – for lack of 
knowledge.  Two reasons are given for this lack –  
 



 They rejected knowledge 

 The forgot the law of their God 
 
Who does not want knowledge?   
 
Eccl 2:1-13 
1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this 
also is vanity. 
2 I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it? 
3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold 
on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all 
the days of their life. 
4 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: 
5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: 
6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: 
7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great 
and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: 
8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men 
singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 
9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained 
with me. 
10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my 
heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour. 
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: 
and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. 
12 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh 
after the king? even that which hath been already done. 
13 Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness. 
KJV 
 
 
The importance of wisdom and knowledge 
 
Prov 8:8-18 
8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. 
9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. 
10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. 
11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 
12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 
13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I 
hate. 
14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 
15 By me kings reign , and princes decree justice. 
16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
17 I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 
18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
KJV 
 
Job 12:12-13:1 
12 With the ancient is wisdom ; and in length of days understanding. 
13 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding. 
14 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no 
opening. 
15 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the 
earth. 
16 With him is strength and wisdom : the deceived and the deceiver are his. 
17 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools. 
18 He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle. 
19 He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. 
20 He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged. 
21 He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 
22 He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 



23 He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again. 
24 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a 
wilderness where there is no way. 
25 They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. 
KJV 
 
 
The acquisition of knowledge 
 
James 1:5 
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it 
shall be given him. 
KJV 
 
Job 28:20 
20 Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding? 
KJV 
 
Job 12:13 
13 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding. 
KJV 
 
Job 36:3 
3 I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 
KJV 
 
Prov 2:6-12 
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom : out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 
7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 
9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 
10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 
11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 
12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things; 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
Isa 28:9-10 
9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 
10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little: 
KJV 
 
Ps 131:2-3 
2 Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a 
weaned child. 
3 Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and for ever. 
KJV 
 
 
 
A) The beginning of knowledge 
 
Prov 1:7 
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge : but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
KJV 



 
Prov 9:10 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 
KJV 
 
Jer 3:15 
15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. 
KJV 
 
John 17:3 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 
KJV 
 
John 5:39 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 
KJV 
 
Jer 9:23-24 
23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 
LORD. 
KJV 
 
 
B) The demonstration of knowledge 
 
It is for lack of knowledge that we are destroyed.  For most people, it is not knowledge that directs them.  It 
is experience.  It is feeling.  It is convenience.  It is temporal profit. 
 
Rom 10:2 
2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge . 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:3-10 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:20 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. 



KJV 
 
 
C) The knowledge and wisdom do 
 
Today there is often too little emphasis on knowledge and too much on experience.  Too much on humanism. 
 
Christian faith is not “feeling.”  It is volitional commitment to a true understanding of the Person and Work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Know that repentance means “change of mind.”  And faith means  
 
Prov 8:12-21 
12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 
13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I 
hate. 
14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom : I am understanding; I have strength. 
15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 
16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
17 I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 
18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 
20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 
21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 
KJV 
 

 The knowledge of the truth liberates 
 
John 8:32 
32 And ye shall know the truth , and the truth shall make you free . 
KJV 
 

 The knowledge of the truth directs 
Prov 3:6 
 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths . 
KJV 
 

 The knowledge of the truth makes us to rise to our zenith 
 
Dan 12:3 
3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 
KJV 
 
Prov 4:18 
18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
KJV 
 

 The knowledge of the truth provides for all things we need for life and spirituality 
 
2 Peter 1:3 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness , 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
KJV 
 

 
 
D) The destruction for lack of knowledge 
 
Hos 4:1 
4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of 
the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 
KJV 



 
Hos 4:6 
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject 
thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children. 
KJV 
 
Hos 4:1 
4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of 
the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 
KJV 
 
Hos 8:7 
7 For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no 
meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up. 
KJV 
 

 
 
Ps 91:14-16 
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath 
known my name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour 
him. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 
KJV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hos 6:6 
6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 
KJV 
 
 
 

 The value of knowledge 
 

  


